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Hints and tips for William Wood-Write Ltd’s Maple Leaf flag pen blanks 

The material in these blanks is not like regular acrylic acetate pen blanks – it is hard and brittle, so you 
will need to take care when working with the Canadian flag pen blanks to avoid damaging them. When 
you’re cutting the blanks, leave an extra 1/2” of material so you can remove any chips when you’re 
trimming the blank ends.  

Drilling Canadian flag pen blanks 
 
When drilling Canadian flag pen blanks use light pressure and proceed slowly. Do not try to drill 
through the blank quickly. As you near the end, it’s particularly important that you drill through the 
end very slowly and carefully to avoid blowing out the bottom of the blank.  
 
Regardless of which drilling technique you are using (drill press or lathe), here are some good drilling 
practices: 

 
• The faster the speed you use the greater the friction and chance of overheating. 
• Harder materials require slower speeds. 
• Recommended speeds range from 500-800 rpm. 
• If the drill bit starts to get hot, allow it to cool down so as not to cause expansion and splitting of 

your pen blank. 
• Make sure your drill is properly centered on the blank. This will ensure that you maximize the 

amount of material left on the outside of the blank and reduce the risk of splitting the pen blank. 
• Withdraw the drill frequently to prevent clogging of the flutes. 
• Flutes packed with material will increase the chance of overheating and splitting the pen blank or 

the bit wandering off course. 

Turning Canadian flag blanks 
 
Take your time when turning the flag blanks. We recommend that you trim off the corners before you 
start turning – this will reduce the potential for blowouts.  
 
While turning, take light cuts and proceed slowly to avoid chips, cracks and blowouts. We recommend 
squaring the ends on a disk sander rather than using a pen mill as the mill could cause chipout.  
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